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THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[T/ie Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

DEAR Editor, —The following extracts may be worth bringing before 
your readers. 

Suppose it were perfectly certain that the life and fortune of every one 
of us would, one day or other, depend upon his winning or losing a game 
at chess. Don't you think that we should all consider it to be a primary 
duty to learn at least the names and the moves of the pieces ; to have a 
notion of a gambit, and a keen eye for all the means of giving and o*ettino- 
out of check ? Do you not think that we should look with disapprobation 
amounting to scorn, upon the father who allowed his son, or the state 
which allowed its members to grow up without knowing a pawn from a 
knight ? 

Yet it is a very plain and elementary truth, that the life, the fortune 
and the happiness of every one of us, and more or less, of those connected 
with us, do depend upon our knowing something of the rules of a game 
infinitely more difficult and complicated than chess. It is a game which 
has been played for untold ages, every man and woman of us being one of 
the two players in a game of his or her own. The chess-board is the 
world the pieces are the phenomena of the universe, the rules of the game 
are what we call the laws of nature. The Player on the other side is 

But 3 ki r0m T kn ° W that HiS pla >' is always fair > just and patient. 

makes the^malT'/ U ^ C °f ’ that He nCVer overlooks a mistake, or 
the ww l allovvance for ignorance. To the man who plays well, 

which ffie strl T e Pa , ’ With that SOrt of overflowing generosity with 
deHght in strength. And one who plays ill is 
cfteckmated-without haste, but without remorse. 

has depicted !, em . ind you of the famous picture in which Retzsch 

the mocking fiend" in thaT^ *1 CheSS Wth man f ° r his soub Substitute for 
love, as we say and wn la P ' L , Ure ’ a calm stron g angel who is playing for 
an image of human life" ^ ^ ^ than win—and 1 should accept it as 

game. In other words ^ a edu . cat '? n is learning the rules of this mighty 
laws of nature under u v?'' 0 " 1S the instrucd on of the intellect in the 
forces, but men and tl^- " ame 1 lnclude not merely things and their 
of the will into an earned and die . fashioning of the affections and 

laws. Forme edurat; S ^ °' * ng des ire to move in harmony with those 

thing which professes to ° ,! n . < ' an * neb her more nor less than this. Any- 
and if it f a j] s stan£ j a ltse education must be tried by this standard, 
he the force of authority 7’ W ' P no * ; cab it education, whatever may 

£ ™«ys and Relief ^,71 ™ the other sido.”-Erom “Lay 
- ’ h Thus. Edwd. Huxley. 
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Madam -m *7* ***** ° f * he “ ***»■ 

number of youT admffable* an'cMm’ [ 7 WOrm ? In the current 

written little letter about the keeffinJ % magazine 1 see a Prettily 


iviary ipattord. Now it is Quite ni a :° f u 7 features, signea Hilda 
and cares for her captives but that y ° Ung contribut or loves 

1,VZ 1 

a vast and of scavengers, whose work is appointed by God for the good 

d s mbffiem rSe tR and 'V he P erformance of which ta'ks it is I pity to 
isturb them ; they can but perish slowly when withdrawn from the sphere 

The t t ° U a S ’ 6re a '° ne they Can find the food suitable for them 

meal oube ? /‘vT *° tHe P °° r Caddises in guestion was a 

worm q It, uneatable as the sealing wax and beads. When caddis 

o ms nibble weed, as they often do, it is for the purpose of patching 
their wonderful houses, not of swallowing it. 6 

Your well-meaning young friend will, I am sure, feel a pang of regret at 
finding her favourites dead from want and fatigue ; the slippery surface 
of a saucer would not afford a restful foothold. I strongly advise her to 
put them back into their native home, and to content herself with watching 
the habits of such insects and animals as may be observed in their own 
native haunts. Depend upon it that we obtain knowledge at too heavy a 
cost, if it is purchased by “ sorrow to the meanest thing that feels.” All 
life is sacred, as being the gift of the Heavenly Father. “ His tender 
mercies are over all his works,” the tiny, as well as the magnificent. 

I am, dear Madam, yours truly, 

EDITH CARRINGTON. 


More Scraps from a Mother’s Note-Book. 

Due attention has always been given to pointing out the duties which 
children owe to parents. It is equally necessary to emphasize those which 
parents owe to their children. We frequently hear people, especially 
women, bewailing the lack of appreciation, interest, and sympathy 
manifested in home life, but these same women oftentimes do not realize 
that they too are guilty of the same neglect. Many a child who is really 
fondly loved is unaware of it, for expressions and repression have darkened 
more lives than we can count— whilst bodily comforts and physical 
requirements are carefully considered, kind words and pleasant compli- 
ments are left unspoken, and the motives of our children s acts are 
either totally disregarded or unappreciated . It must be a differently 
constituted child from any we have found, if it cannot be taught when only 
a toddler the beauty of unselfishness and generosity, by a persistent and 
oft repeated appreciation of its manifestations in the spirit. 
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The human race is divided into two classes— those who go ahead 
do something-, and those who sit still and enquire “ Why was it not othe^ 
wise ordained ? 99 


Make a little fence of trust 
Around to-day ; 

Fill the space with loving* work, 

And therein stay : 

Look not thro’ the sheltering bars 
Upon to-morrow ; 

God will help thee bear what comes 
Of joy or sorrow. 


Scraps from another Mother’s Note-Book. 

As we meet and touch each day, 

I he many travellers on our way, 

Let every such brief contact be ’ 

A glorious helpful ministry ; 

The contact of the soil and seed, 

Each giving to the other’s need, 

Each helping on the other’s best, 

And blessing each, as well as blest. 


occasions on which the greatest int ^^7 batt e of llfe there are pivot 
these never can be retrieved The AW *“* dependin £- The loss of 
behind the point where all the dllator > r are always just a little way 
striking when the iron t hot "° n - Tc " of sharp 

when it has grown cold. Here Is'Ttimel^V^ t ‘ reSOme hammering 
to make this a good working tim • * ? y hlnt for those who want 

therefore opportunity let us df J h “ the ‘ r churches “As we have 

Ephesians, Paul exhorts them to* V™ 0 t” men '” In his letter t0 the 

SSf .*■ «* opp" „I hc "7:'.' ■ A ,i,cral 

finite, the word “ opportunity W ° rd " tlme ” ' s vague and 

He d H n a m ° ment - The great buL a !!f the Very nick of time > the 
He , dld not allow one of l y ap ° Stle P ractis ^ what he preached, 
soul-winners have been those wh"^ 8 l ° Sl ’ P ' Ali the most successful 
hnow n several teachers who Tad nick of time. I have 
and S , canverted ’ but they were wise ■ S ' U ' et satlsf action of seeing all their 
and believed in seizing opportune- C °-° perati "ir with the Holy Spirit, 

mould 6 f ° r thebest moments - the' 68 , H ° W many a godly mother has 
all ete ^ plastic heart of her ’chil V^ 6 a erner £ en <-'ies, when she could 
all eternity From the i Stamp thereon an influence for 

Luyler. 
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Enquiry on the Mental and Physicai 
Condition of Children. 


kinds exist for the supVressionoTevi!™ 6 "h* 2 " S ° ma " y Societ 'es of all 
to know that a certain Committee has" £7 “ P ? e ° ple ’ k is refresh i"S 
Causes” in young children whi >v, 7 a PP 01ntec * to enquire into 
Effects” (if allowed to cr 0 0 n unchf^ V 17^ a ^ out such disastrous 
manhood. & unchecked) as the child grows up to 


International Congress ^f HygfenT^nTD Sch ° 01 ‘ life ” came before the 
last August, it was found that a verv session 

SW-r 7J2Z srrS “ 

gations Dr Francis Warner has latelv laid h 2 ^ mVestl * 

Kensington and Belsize Park and they are full J* mee * in S? held at 
Some 50,000 children drawn from Board, Industrial an^Poor *L Q 

ave been inspected, with the result 

defective in mental, physical, or nerve power. Speaking in broad terms 
the girls in average Day Schools are better made and have supS 

Sodal n ndltl0nS tha V h K b0ys ' For instance in 20 Day Schools of Upper 
Social Class inspected, the per centage of boys with defective nerve power 

was 1 2i of girls, 10J ; in Poor Law Schools the per centage was f 5 f" 
boys, pi for girls. On the side of Nationality however much has to be 
investigated ; as an instance, Jewish boys are brighter and better developed 
than girls, and y% better than English boys, whilst Irish lads rank 
lowest in development. 

Space does not admit of further statistics, these will follow shortly in 
the form of pamphlets, &c., issued by the Committee, but enough has 
been said to show how necessary it is that funds should be given to 
support and carry on this important work of investigation, in older that 
plain and practical results may ensue and lead to— either the avoidance 
of original causes, or proper treatment by Parents and Teachers when 
they do arise, to check the abnormal increase of defective brain power 
with its certain result of a tendency to evil in one form or another. 

It is*desired by the Committee to extend their enquiry among 100,000 
children and the professional and working expenses are estimated at 
£20 00. When the benefit to future generations is considered this amount 
is small indeed. All information may be obtained from the 

Hon. Sec., 5, Prince of Wales’ Terrace, 

Kensington Palace, W. E. B. 


